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In 1834, six agricultural labourers from Tolpuddle were sentenced to seven years 
transportation for administering illegal oaths while founding a trade union. After vigorous 
protests from the rest of the trade union Movement, the men were pardoned and allowed 
to return to England. |n 1934, the TUC built six cottages in Tolpuddle in memory of the 
Martyrs - George Loveless, James Loveless, Thomas Standfield, John Standfield, James 
Brine and James Hammett; and in July 1981, a new historical display was mounted in 
the museum. Other historical sites in the village are marked on the map above. 
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and John Collins, 1841. John Burns Library, TUC. 
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ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, TOLPUDDLE 


In the time of Edward the Confessor, the Manor belonged to the Bene¬ 
dictine Monastery of Abbotsbury. During the reign of Henry I, the revenues 
of that house were annexed by Bishop Roger of Sarum to enable him to carry 
out extensive building schemes. 


About this time a Romanesque Church was erected here, remains of 
which are seen in the doorways North and South of the Nave, and possibly in 
the lower storey of the Tower. The latter ends with a corbel-table which 
probably carried a low pyramidal spire. The coffin lid of the priest Philip 
belonged to this Norman Church. 


Most of the present building apparently dates from the end of the 13th 
Century. The plain splayed faces of the arches mark the transition from the 
Early English to the Decorated style. 


The Chancel has been twice rebuilt from the level of the window cills. 
The existing walls, roof and windows, erected in 1855, probably represent 
the general aspect of the original building. The small door on the South side 
is ancient. 


The Nave and South Porch, with their interesting roofs, no doubt 
formed part of the old Church. The South Transept was built in 1855 but 
its internal arch is old. 


Part of the North Aisle has been rebuilt, and other stonework of the 
windows renewed. 


The upper storey of the Tower and its buttresses appear to be of the 
latter part of the 14th Century, and the West window is an example of 
Late Perpendicular work. 


Of the four Bells in the Tower, the first, third and fourth are 
ancient. The second bell is dated 1655. 


THE TOLPUDDLE MARTYRS 


In 1834 six agricultural labourers from Tolpuddle were sentenced to 
transportation for seven years. 

Their names were: 

George Loveless 

James Loveless (George's brother) 

James Hammett 

Thomas Standfield 

John Standfield (Thomas' son) 

James Brine 

Five were Methodists, the Loveless brothers being local preachers. 

James Hammett's grave, marked by a headstone carved by Eric Gill, and 
erected by the Trades Union Congress in 1934, can be seen in the North 
West corner of the Churchyard. James Hammett was the only one of the 
six men to settle in Tolpuddle on his return from transportation. 

In 1830, the labourer's wage was nine shillings a week. In succeeding 
years it was reduced to eight shillings, then seven. In 1834 the farm 
labourers were threatened with a further reduction to six shillings a week. 

Under the leadership of George Loveless, these men considered to¬ 
gether how they might defend themselves against progressive reductions of 
their wages. They tried to come to terms with their employers, using the 
Vicar of Tolpuddle as an intermediary. Promises were made but not kept. 

The men then turned for advice to the Grand National Consolidated 
Trades Union. Two delegates of the Union came to Tolpuddle, and, as a 
result, the Friendly Society of Agricultural Labourers was formed by the men. 

At this eruption of Trades Unionism in the village, the employers and 
the local magistrates took fright. One of the local magistrates, James Frampton, 
sought guidance from the Home Secretary, Lord Melbourne. The upshot was 
that George Loveless and five of his fellow labourers were arrested on 24th 
February, 1834, imprisoned in Dorchester, and at Dorchester Assizes in 
March 1834, were sentenced to seven years' transportation. 

In 1934 the Trades Union Congress built six cottages and a hall in 
Tolpuddle in memory of the six Tolpuddle trade unionists, each cottage 
bearing the name of one of the six men. These are situated at the West end 
of the village on the A35 to Dorchester. 

In the centre of the village is a seat erected in 1934 by Sir Ernest 
Debenham. It stands under a great tree, traditionally known as the Martyrs' 
Tree because the men are said to have gathered under it for some of their 
meetings. 

Standfield's cottage can be seen next to the Wayside Garage going 
East towards Bere Regis. 

At the East end of the village, on the right, is the Methodist Chapel, 
with its memorial arch. 

Further details can be found in a booklet available in the hall of the 
Memorial Cottages, and many interesting exhibits are on show. 


43 Chartist meeting, Kennington Common, April 10,1848. HM The Queen. 
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48 John Standfield's store, Bryanston, London, Ontario. 
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